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It was reported on 21 March that Jules Toch, Minister of the Interio
vas preparing an attack on Comrmnist genters in France and "that he 25X1X
intended to placo the blame for this action on the RPF,

25X1X IR 'och planned to liquidate both pe'm‘bies ag 8 result of the action

hs had provoked. The following g ’ 25X1X
25X1X ) - is a partial explanation
ol why the projected action did not take plaof and a surmary of the inter—

pretation of the affair as made by TFF circlas.

Ty

1. Unidentified provocatours in the ranks of the LFF Service d'Ordre exploited
the dissatisfaction of former high-ranking Sroupes de ‘Protection membors
demoted in the new SO sot-up and induced them to take action araingt the
Commnists Information concerning the coup planned by some of the SO
units reached Caullist headquarters as well as the Uinistry of the Interior.

2. At a meeting on 20 March 1949, General de Gaulle and his staff concluded - -
that the prowocation was intended to cormit the RPF to & "monumental ervor® s
to turn public opinion asainst the movement and to give the Govermment
reagon to cutlaw the Party. A1l SO groups were ordered to take no action
of any ldnd, and every offort wag made to head off those SO units which
planned to take independent action.

3. Julos Joch, on the other hand s When informed that provocateurs had ineited
S0 units to action, mobilized police at Palais de 1'Tlyses » Place de 1o
Concorde and in large rumbe 3 ayound the offices of Imanite and Commnist
headquartors.* One sourcs reports that the provicatewrs wera actually in
the employ of Jules loch.

4+ Andre Deulan,of Villacoublay and adjutant of SO Dripade 17, recoived orders
throurh a dissident member of the Brirade to "seize" Villacoublay Adrfielid.
Thoso orders were carr ind out before RPF headquarters could countormand the
order. An RPF liaison officer reached the airfield shortly after it had
been Ycaptured™ and instructed the group to withdraw.

5. Although np large-scale Government~REF clashes wers reporied, source stated
that at least 40 RPF mombers wore arrestod. Mo publicity has boen given

these arrests. This document is herety dod
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1)& 1ar1:i.gle appearcd in pro-! 1T 1urore on 25 “arch under “ho headline
v_;lar,lﬁdom?)dy at Prefocturve of Police. OStalinist Jomrissaire attenpbs
ount UIT Plot but Irovoeation Torestalled and Author Telicved of iéis

bt L& Al 3 3 s
mebionts g tle article wmeo »ibliched as a "trial balloont

£ .

to ;wovm!z:o a;' reaction fron the “ovorhront Presss _ the

ari}:_?lo deliberately nisreprosonted the facts and Implied that the cn':‘ire 25X1X
affair ws a vesult of Corrmnist provacation. ) -
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